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SOCHUM A-1
Committee: Social, Humanitarian, and Cultural Committee
Country: People’s Republic of China
Topic: Defining ‘Climate Refugees’ and Protections for Persons Displaced by Disaster

Recognizing the effect of climate change on natural disasters and the way it is affecting every
country globally,

Having examined the correlation of climate change to the increase of natural disasters,

Taking into consideration that the Paris Agreement of 2016 seeks to address climate change and
greenhouse gas emissions,

Concerned about the severe heat waves and flooding affecting natural disasters,
Seeks to define the term climate refugees and distinguish it from ecological refugees,

Hopes to establish policies that assure basic human rights to the people seeking refuge from
natural disasters,

Deeply alarmed by the fact that climate-induced people are outnumbering those fleeing political
persecution,

Understanding that a refugee action program is within a country’s own national sovereignty,

Addresses the fact that there is currently no global body or organization overseeing the
movement of people worldwide,

1. Defines climate-induced refugees as populations who are being displaced by the effects
of extreme climate change, both natural and manmade,

a. Establishes the group as a group in need of protection and aid under the United
Nations,

b. Enables further action programs to be established based on this term,
2. Reaffirms the effect of greenhouse gasses and climate change on the increase in natural

disasters,
a. Natural can include but are not limited to,

i. floods
ii. heatwaves,

iii. droughts,
iv. hurricanes,
v. rising sea levels,
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vi. etc,
3. Seeks a partnership with UN Refugee Agency to locate climate refugees and aid them in

any way possible,
a. Supports all four of the agency’s goals that include but are not limited to,

i. Ease the pressures on host countries,
ii. Enhance refugee self-reliance,

iii. Expand access to third-country solutions,
iv. Support conditions in countries of origin for return in safety and dignity,

4. Seeks to form the Temporary Home and Housing Program (THHP) to provide as much
housing and homes as possible in temporary means to those climate refugees identified,

a. This will ensure the protection of basic human rights,
5. Hopes to partner with the UN Legal Committee to create international open policies for

the treatment of climate refugees,
6. Establishes the Migration and Public Mobilization Agency (MPMA) for the regulation of

migration and movement as a global agency,
a. This will be a tool that will help the UN identify refugees in need,
b. This agency will regulate under each nation’s government to ensure national

sovereignty is not infringed on,
7. Endorses the continuation and expansion of the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk

Reduction,
a. Further expands its action spectrum and enables stricter mitigating climate change

action,
i. Shared responsibility between the central government and national

authorities on taking action toward disaster risk reduction,
1. Engagement from all society,

b. Puts a focus point on investigation and research on disaster prevention,
i. Creates new alternative preventive measures towards disasters,

ii. Engages a greater amount of state members and people in the knowledge
of the correlation between climate change and natural disasters,

iii. Focus on emergency responses to natural disasters,
1. Compensating the people affected,
2. Medical care for those harmed,
3. Home constructions,
4. Etc;

8. Calls upon stricter climate change action requirements for member states,
a. A partnership with UNEP should be considered,
b. Climate change has become a global issue that has not been addressed as urgently

as it should be,
i. Deeply encourages member states to start a greenhouse gas (GHG)

emission reduction plan or,
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ii. Move towards cleaner energy sources or,
iii. Invest in further research for climate change solutions,
iv. Etc;

9. Requests volunteers from The United Nations Volunteers organization for people to aid
communities negatively impacted by climate change-induced disasters,

a. Provides guidance for people affected by disasters on emergency responses and
the process of action needed,

i. Aids government in the compensation process,
ii. Facilitates the asylum process and provides information for people that

request it,
1. Helps human trafficking rates to decrease,
2. Makes way for possible global action into safer migration routes if

necessary.
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SOCHUM A-2
Committee: Social, Humanitarian, and Cultural Committee
Country: Kingdom of Spain
Topic: Defining ‘Climate Refugees’ and Protections for Persons Displaced by Disaster

Aware of the consequences of climate change for people living in at-risk areas,

Taking into account the lack of a unified definition of climate change,

Realizing the challenges faced by climate refugees, and that their safety is often at risk,

Confident in member-states abilities to welcome and support climate refugees,

Noting with satisfaction the efforts taken to welcome and protect those fleeing environmental or
climate disasters,

1. Accepts the definition of climate refugee as a person who has fled a natural or
environmental disaster to find safety in another country,

a. Natural and environmental disasters exacerbated by climate change include, but
are not limited to,

i. Hurricanes,
ii. Earthquakes,
iii. Wildfires,
iv. Droughts,
v. Flooding or rising sea levels,

b. Some challenges are also exacerbated by climate change, including, but not
limited to,

i. Food shortages,
1. Can be caused by droughts,

ii. Conflict or competition due to lack of resources,
iii. Loss of lifestyle,

1. Natural disasters can destroy occupations, too - a fisherman might
not be able to earn an income in a drought-prone area since there
would no longer be enough water to support fish populations,

2. Stresses the need for a constant evaluation of the definition of environmental disasters
and climate refugees;

a. As climate change progresses, so too will the types of environmental disasters the
world faces,

b. Member states should be open to accepting climate refugees, regardless of the
disasters they flee,
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3. Endorses the creation of a council to evaluate environmental disasters,
a. The evaluations will be performed by a council, designed as follows;

i. Council of 5 specialists that understand the possible consequences posed
by climate disasters and how they will impact migration,

1. These specialists will be certified by the Intergovernmental Panel
on Climate Change,

ii. The council will evaluate the following:
1. How a disaster poses a threat to lifestyles,
2. What health and safety threats the disaster poses,
3. Potential disasters that could occur in a region,
4. How future natural disasters and climate change could displace

people in the future,
iii. The council will evaluate whether new threats pose a serious risk to

people’s safety or lifestyles,
iv. Member states will be able to ask for an evaluation of their country, or a

specific region of their country, at any time,
1. The council will advise member states who ask for evaluations on

the following:
a. What climate-change-related disasters could occur in an

area,
b. How those disasters will impact migration and the people

living in an area,
c. How to reduce the damage that could be caused by

potential disasters, by improving infrastructure or
legislation (for example, the council may recommend that a
member state builds flood barriers in a flood-prone region),

v. Funding for this council will come from individual member states, NGOs,
and monetary donations,

1. All monetary donations will be monitored and coordinated by an
impartial body,

4. Recommends that countries expand their asylum policies to accept climate refugees;
a. Countries should grant asylum to climate refugees,
b. Legislative policies should be expanded to grant immigration or asylum rights to

climate refugees fleeing environmental disasters or climate-related conflicts,
i. Member states with existing programs for immigrating refugees should

consider expanding their definitions to include climate refugees and those
displaced by environmental disasters,

5. Proclaims that climate refugees will receive the same legal protections as refugees fleeing
conflict;
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a. Climate refugees will have equal access to social services and rights, including,
but not limited to:

i. Education,
ii. Medical care,
iii. Employment,
iv. Housing,

b. Climate refugees will not be discriminated against because of, but not limited to:
i. Race,
ii. Country of origin,
iii. Socioeconomic status in their country of origin,
iv. Religion, or lack thereof,
v. Political affiliation,
vi. Gender,
vii. Disabilities,
viii. Age,

6. Calls upon member states to support asylum-seeking climate refugees;
a. Where possible, host countries should assist climate refugees by providing access

to housing and other resettlement assistance,
b. Resources provided for climate refugees should include, but are not limited to;

i. Clothing,
ii. Electricity,
iii. Technical training and education,

1. By giving refugees training, they will be able to find employment
in specialized fields,

c. Funding for such programs will come from individual member states, NGOs, and
monetary donations,

i. All monetary donations will be monitored and coordinated by an impartial
body,

ii. Funding will be given to countries that currently have, or are expected to
have, high numbers of climate refugees,

1. These countries will be identified by the council created above, as
they will be best equipped to determine climate-change-induced
migration patterns,

7. Reminds member states that climate refugees need our support as much as refugees
fleeing violence do and that climate refugees’ safety is often at risk in their home
countries,

8. Supports efforts to welcome and assist climate refugees fleeing from environmental
disasters,

9. Further invites member states to develop methods to support people internally displaced
or migrating internationally because of climate change.
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SOCHUM A-3
Committee: Social, Humanitarian, and Cultural
Country: The Kingdom of Morocco
Topic: Defining ‘Climate Refugees’ and Protections for Persons Displaced by Disaster

Emphasizing the need for a standardized definition of climate refugee,

Noting the increased vulnerability of member states around the equator, islands, and coastal
communities to the impacts of climate change,

Reminding member states of the unequal contribution to climate change amongst member states,
with more developed, industrialized countries causing pollution while less developed countries,
especially in the MENA region,

Approving the implementation of a global, humanist approach to addressing the influx of
refugees as is and will continue to be caused by climate change,

1. Recommends the adoption of the definition of refugee as it is defined by the 1969
African Union Convention Governing the Specific Aspects of Refugee Problems in
Africa,

a. This definition includes two parts as follows, the first of which is derived from the
UNHCR definition of refugee:

i. Any person who, owing to a well-founded fear of being persecuted for
reasons of race, religion, nationality, membership of a particular social
group or political opinion, is outside the country of his nationality and is
unable or, owing to such fear, is unwilling to avail himself of the
protection of that country, or who, not having a nationality and being
outside the country of his former habitual residence as a result of such
events, is unable or, owing to such fear, is unwilling to return to it,

ii. Every person who, owing to external aggression, occupation, foreign
domination or events seriously disturbing public order in either part or the
whole of his country of origin or nationality, is compelled to leave his
place of habitual residence in order to seek refuge in another place outside
his country of origin or nationality,

b. This definition allows for the recognition of those fleeing the effects of climate
change as refugees,

2. Encourages member states to create their own Committee on Migration Affairs,
a. Within this committee will be two subcommittees, a Sectoral Committee, and a

Transversal Committee,
b. The Sectoral Committee shall:
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i. Be charged with three objectives:
1. Education and culture,
2. Social and humanitarian assistance
3. Vocational training and employment,

ii. Meet monthly with the Migration Affairs Director and biannually with the
Head of Government to discuss matters relating to migration,

1. The Migration Affairs Director shall be appointed in methods
deemed appropriate by individual member states,

c. The Transversal Committee shall:
i. Be charged with three objectives:

1. Provide strategic oversight,
2. Manage migratory flows,
3. Combat threats to the safety of refugees and asylum-seekers,

ii. This committee will meet quarterly to monitor the progress of the
Committee on Migration Affairs, allocate resources, and provide direction
when needed,

d. If such a committee already exists within a member state, said member state
should ensure that this committee meets the objectives listed above,

i. If the existing committee does not fulfill the above standards, then the
committee should be updated,

e. For member states lacking the resources or infrastructure to implement a
Committee on Migration Affairs, it is recommended that they utilize their existing
infrastructure to best provide for refugees,

i. In order to achieve this, the support of NGOs and willing member states
may be necessary,

3. Calls upon member states to increase immigration quotas in anticipation of increased
displacement as a result of climate change,

a. Member states with available resources and those less affected by climate change
should work to strengthen their avenues for legal migration to share in the burden
of climate-induced migration,

b. In increasing immigration quotas, able member states should allow for increased
quotas to member states that are disproportionately affected by climate change but
do not have existing infrastructure to provide for refugees,

4. Emphasizes the need for both an international and localizes response to best provide for
climate refugees,

a. Member states should look to strengthen regional ties, such as the African Union
and the Economic Community of West African States, in order to:

i. Optimize migratory flows,
ii. Relocate climate refugees to safe environments while protecting their

rights,
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b. Member states should also adhere to international guidelines in the treatment of
refugees, including climate refugees.

9



SOCHUM A-4
Committee: Social, Humanitarian, and Cultural
Sponsor: The State of Kuwait
Topic: Defining ‘Climate Refugees’ and Protections for Persons Displaced by Disaster

Reaffirming that climate change is one of the most pressing global issues of our time,

Noting with Concern the recent surge in the number of persons displaced due to climate-related
disasters such as windstorms, hurricanes, droughts, flooding, and sea level rise,

Addressing that this problem of climate change and displaced persons is worsening rather than
improving,

Realizing that UN member states should take action to support the growing number of refugees
displaced by climate change,

1. Calls upon participating nations to officially determine a clear definition of climate
refugee as “a person who has been forced to leave their home and/or country as a result
of the effects of climate change on their environment” and grant these people the same
rights and protections delegated to previously identified refugees under the terms stated
by the 1951 Conventions on the Status of Refugees;

2. Encourages member states to address the root causes of climate change in order to
alleviate the climate refugee crisis,

a. This includes reducing carbon emissions by at least 5% by 2030,
b. Member states should focus on developing and improving existing clean,

renewable energy sources;
3. Calls for the creation of the Agency to Assist Climate Refugees (AACR) to provide

support for climate refugees,
a. The AACR will be specifically dedicated to assisting climate refugees as a

subgroup of all refugees,
i. The AACR will work with and support those preparing to flee their home

due to climate-related threats,
1. Climate refugees can register with the AACR through a designated

website, a physical letter, or at local governmental buildings
partnered with the AACR,

2. The AACR will assist with and provide if necessary supplies such
as food, drink, temporary shelter, and other basic necessities as
required for each individual situation,

ii. The AACR will work directly and individually with refugees and will
partner with existing NGOs such as The Office of Refugee Resettlement
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(ORR) to provide displaced persons with critical resources to assist them
in becoming successfully integrated members of society in the areas they
are relocated to,

1. The AACR will provide free language lessons for refugees
relocated to areas where they do not speak the official language,

a. These lessons will be held either in person at locations
partnered with the AACR or governmental buildings, or
online through video chat systems such as Zoom,

2. The AACR will assist climate refugees in finding jobs in their new
locations,

a. The AACR will provide person-to-person mentoring and
will work with an existing network of NGOs to provide the
resources, connections, and business expertise to build a
database of interested employers and help match candidates
with potential employment opportunities,

b. The AACR will meet with climate refugees and assist them
in developing their resumes and interviewing skills, and
mentor throughout the job-search process, including
periodic check-ins to ensure the refugees’ success in their
new jobs,

3. The AACR will periodically check in with refugees once they are
resettled to ensure their stability and well-being in new locations,

a. The AACR will check in every two weeks for the first two
months after relocation, every month for the next ten
months after relocation, every six months for the next four
years after relocation, and once every year for the next two
years after relocation,

i. If specific situations situations or individuals
require additional support, the AACR will make
adjustments to this schedule to better fit individual
needs,

b. The AACR will continue to provide essential supplies such
as clothes and food for climate refugees for as long as
necessary;

4. Urges member states to accept climate refugees into their countries and support them
through the process with the help of the AACR;

5. Recommends funding to be drawn from donations from individuals, organizations, and
governments,
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a. Recognizing that much of the work done for the AACR can be done on a
voluntary basis,

b. If necessary, additional funding will be drawn from the World Bank.
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SOCHUM A-5
Committee: Social, Humanitarian, and Cultural
Sponsor: New Zealand
Topic: Defining ‘Climate Refugees’ and Protections for Persons Displaced by Disaster

Recognizing the worldwide impact of climate change and its continual worsening,

Deeply concerned about the increasing number of ‘climate refugees’ forced to leave their homes
as a result of global warming,

Acknowledging the rights of refugees established in the 1951 United Nations Convention relating
to the Status of Refugees, and it’s 1967 Protocol,

Guided by the 1951 United Nations Convention on Refugees, 1967 Protocol Relating to the
Status of Refugees, 1984 Convention Against Torture, and 1966 Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights, as well as its own national legislation on the topic,

Bearing in mind the great importance of making migration-related policy that aligns with what
the migrants themselves want,

1. Defining climate refugees as people who have been “forced to leave their traditional
habitat, temporarily or permanently, because of marked environmental disruption”;

2. Encourages the creation of the Committee for the Protection of Climate Migrants
(CPCM) and that it be delegated the following responsibilities:

a. Organizing regular meetings on this subject with representatives from all
participating countries in order to:

i. Discuss the current state of climate displacement with representatives
speaking to their respective nations,

ii. Discuss ways in which the current climate displacement policy, whether
international or national, can be improved,

iii. Set goals for improvement, whether for individual nations or every nation
participating in the CMMP;

b. Ensuring the opinions of climate migrants are being heard and respected in
regards to climate displacement policy;

3. Suggests the creation of a subcommittee of the CPCM for the purpose of facilitating
discussions with climate migrants themselves,

a. These discussions will be held with the aim of ascertaining the migrants’ opinions
on current policy, as well as any future policy that might be in process,

b. This will hopefully lead to policies that are more in line with the needs of these
populations;

13



4. Expresses its hope that policies concerning the protection of climate migrants can be
enacted in the coming years, and that these policies will be favorable in relation to both
the migrants and the nations in which they seek shelter.
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SOCHUM B-1
Committee: Social, Humanitarian, and Cultural Committee
Sponsor: Kingdom of Sweden
Topic: International Rights of the Homeless

Believing Homeless people have a right to somewhere to live,

Recognizing there’s a path to success in society,

Aware of the amount of time it will take to help poverty rates go down,

1. Considers different types of Homelessness,
a. Builds a picture of different aspects and how they can make a citizen homeless,

i. National Surveys to be conducted and ask why did they become homeless,
ii. Results can impact later law-making decisions to lower homelessness,

iii. Conduct surveys in the streets and some in Public areas ex. Parks,
b. Helps with letting Countries see what they need to improve on,

i. Shifting possible funds to Social Services to help prevent further growth
of the situation,

ii. Make proposals to Treasury and make the Issue of homelessness valid and
show the positives of putting more funds,

iii. Creating support of the public to show if the Country funds the issue that it
will benefit them by creating new employees;

2. Encourage Countries to follow an agenda to address Poverty,
a. Lists a set of goals to be accomplished,

i. Appoint state secretaries to exchange information and views to create
sustainable goals for citizens,

ii. Reduces inequality within and between countries to provide housing,
healthcare, education, and financial autonomy,

iii. Goals can include growing the economy, low unemployment, etc,
iv. By creating goals it will increase attention to the conflict and make it a

priority,
b. Aim to bring both national and local governments together,

i. Maintaining a goal to combat Poverty and allowing local governments to
grow to help local citizens in society grow,

ii. Help grow Rural areas to make themselves known and trustworthy to have
the responsibility to address Poverty,

iii. Both branches of government can collaborate on the possibility to bring
more rights to homeless people;
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3. Suggest nations provide affordable housing programs to citizens,
a. Help bring jobs into the economy,

i. Brings money to help create more affordable housing for others,
ii. It helps bring rights to Homeless people to have a home and be active in

society to grow themselves,
b. Increases likelihood of lowering homelessness,
c. Many countries starting up affordable housing programs will set an example for

the future,

i. Sets a plan for Government to look back into to see trends and what
worked or not;

4. Endorse non-profit organizations to help out the homeless,
a. Create a system with these organizations to help former Homeless to navigate

society,
i. Helps secure Legitimacy with the government,

ii. Provides a “safety net” to fall back on to show that not only the
government wants the individual to succeed but society,

iii. Also, including both Homeless and those not affected will create a
connection so both parties can advocate for basic human rights,

iv. Non-profits get more funding from local government offices to help
society help out ideas include job fairs, social events to help connect
landlords to help create housing, town halls;

5. Call Upon Countries to review Social Services acts and see if a new proposal is needed
for the time,

a. Establish new services if possible to help out the Homeless,
i. Create Boards to help modernize laws to present situations, as well as

clarify the importance of improving opportunities to become established,
ii. Services for the homeless to help create connections to jobs and if foreign

to create services that help them learn a new language to help connect with
others in the Country,

b. Improve Social Services for all,

i. Gets everyone in society to be involved with the issue to advocate rights,

ii. Get public notes on what to provide for all with surveys and see trends
with voters.
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SOCHUM B-2
Committee: Social, Humanitarian, and Cultural Committee
Sponsor: People’s Republic of China
Topic: The Rights of the Homeless

Recognizing that the basic human rights of the homeless are being infringed on internationally,
Deeply concerned about the effect of the COVID-19 pandemic on the homeless population,
Alarmed by the number of people being displaced from their homes due to natural disasters,

Desiring further analysis of the severity of this issue in cultural and economical aspects,

Having examined the different efforts made by each country’s government and people on
mitigating this issue,

1. Condemns all acts that ignore the human rights of the homeless,
a. The basic human rights include, but are not limited to the right to a fair trial,

proper housing, expression, association, life, freedom from slavery, freedom from
torture or inhumane punishments, education, work, and others;

2. Seeks to formulate the International Homeless Aid Initiative (IHAI),
a. The initiative will gather volunteers and non-profit organizations to create care

packages with basic resources,
i. Include but are not limited to water, food, clothes, feminine products,

medicine,
b. Build shelters specifically for the homeless population in underdeveloped

countries that need them,
c. Open up possibilities for governments to implement open-book houses like in

China to give the homeless people a shelter and center for entertainment and
education,

d. Include a subsection to focus on mental health and other medical provisions for
those that request it,

i. Includes but is not limited to physiological sessions, rehabilitation,
treatments, etc;

3. Establishes the Homeless and Displaced Child Agency (HDCA) to help reduce the
number of children on the streets without a home and family and raise awareness on the
topic,

a. Seeks to find volunteers to teach and educate current homeless children so that
they can have an opportunity of getting out of their current situation,

b. Provides basic health needs that the children might specifically need,
i. Teen therapy,
ii. Family search,
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iii. Recovery from a traumatic event or home experience,
iv. Etc;

4. Endorses individual citizen actions towards helping house homeless populations,
a. Rewards people that aid in housing homeless people and help in setting them in a

better path,
i. Can be assisted by government agencies,
ii. Monetary or necessary resources for the purpose might be fundraised;

5. Recognizes that some countries might be unable to provide resources or funds for this
issue due to the lack of homeless population, economic impacts, need for resources as a
whole, or other reasons,

a. Prevent infringing national sovereignty.
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SOCHUM B-3
Committee: Social, Humanitarian, and Cultural Committee
Sponsor: The State of Kuwait
Topic: International Rights of the Homeless

Recognizing homelessness as a pressing global issue,

Realizing that poverty is the main cause of homelessness,

Addressing the 2021 United Nations Resolution on Homelessness,

Stressing the fact that homelessness has increased due to the COVID-19 pandemic, and the need
to add more recovery efforts,

Reaffirming that an adequate standard of living is a human right,

1. Calls for the creation of the Agency for Alleviating Global Homelessness (AAGH),
a. The AAGH would work with existing NGOs such as the Ruff Institute of Global

Homelessness to further alleviate the issue of homelessness,
b. The AAGH will help create and sustain temporary solutions to the problem of

homelessness including but not limited to:
i. The construction and maintenance of additional shelters in cities with

large homeless populations,
ii. Holding food drives and implementing more food banks and nutrition

programs to provide homeless populations with safe, healthy food,
c. The AAGH will provide programs that make finding jobs easier for homeless

populations,
i. The AAGH will provide free job training,
ii. The AAGH will create a database of available jobs and work to connect

homeless people with interviewers and support them through the process
of job searching,

d. The AAGH will work towards educating the general population about the
prevalence and seriousness of homelessness,

i. A website dedicated to the spread of awareness will be created,
1. Said website will encourage monetary donations from willing

patrons,
ii. The AAGH will hold seminars in member countries mainly for

policy-makers but open to the general public which educates the issue of
homelessness and provide solutions and ways to help alleviate the
problem,
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1. The main purpose of these seminars is to encourage policymakers
to implement new laws and reforms specific to the distinct
circumstances of homelessness in their local areas that work
towards alleviating the issue of homelessness,

2. Seminars will be held every three months in participating
countries,

e. The AAGH will also directly work with policymakers in participating states in
order to encourage the implementation of more long-term solutions to the
problem of homelessness;

2. Urges states to address the root causes of homelessness, such as those identified in the
2021 resolution including poverty, loss of housing and livelihood, jobs, access to
affordable housing, lack of social protection, lack of access to land, credit, or financing,
and high costs of energy or health care, as well as lack of financial and legal literacy;

3. Encourages participating states to allocate a larger percentage of funds to or create social
services dedicated to supporting impoverished or homeless populations,

a. Such services would be provided to those who fall under the poverty line
i. Including non-citizens, migrants, female-headed households, etc.

b. Services provided by these programs may include:
i. Financial assistance,
ii. Healthcare assistance,
iii. Providing Food,
iv. More high-quality shelters for those who are already living on the streets,

c. The AAGH can/will assist policy-makers and governments in the implementation
of these services;

4. Also encourages member states to subsidize a larger amount of money to housing
development and sustainability,

a. The AAGH will assist with these modifications if necessary which will begin to
implement long-term solutions to the overall issue of homelessness;

5. Recommends that funding be provided by:
a. Member states,
b. Donations from organizations and individuals,
c. Existing NGOs dedicated to the eventual eradication of homelessness,
d. The World Bank if necessary.
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SOCHUM B-4

Committee: Social, Humanitarian, and Cultural Committee
Sponsor: Kingdom of Spain
Topic: International Rights of the Homeless

Alarmed by the number of people lacking adequate housing worldwide,

Recognizing everyone’s right to adequate conditions of living under Article 11 of the
International Covenant on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights,

Recalling the agreement of all UN member nations to guarantee the right to adequate housing,

Noting with satisfaction the success of nations’ individual efforts to address homelessness,

Deeply convinced every person deserves access to housing and other basic necessities regardless
of identity,

1. Urges member states to provide legislative protections of necessary social services
for homeless individuals;

a. These protections can include, but are not limited to;
i. Education,

ii. Medical care,
iii. Affordable, adequate housing,
iv. Access to electricity,
v. Food and water,

b. Homeless people should be guaranteed full equality in public services as
individuals with adequate housing,

2. Also urges legislative assistance for individuals without adequate housing or in
poverty;

a. Government assistance could include but is not limited to;
i. Community shelters for sleep,

ii. Food banks,
iii. Housing subsidies,

3. Strongly advises the adoption of housing plans for the homeless;
a. Governments should work to lower the cost of and provide housing for homeless

individuals;
i. Strategies could include, but are not limited to;

1. Housing subsidies and reduced rents,
2. Assistance purchasing housing,
3. Providing temporary housing,
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4. Constructing and delivering housing to homeless individuals,
b. Where housing is provided, it must meet sanitation and safety standards,
c. A Housing First model should be implemented where possible;

i. A “Housing First” model is defined as one where all homeless
people are eligible for housing assistance without needing to
meet requirements,

ii. Such models can house homeless people faster and reduces the
risk of discrimination,

iii. Ladder models, or models where homeless individuals must
address health problems or find employment before becoming
eligible for housing
restrict access to vital housing assistance,

d. Funding for such programs will come from individual member states, NGOs, and
monetary donations;

i. All monetary donations will be monitored and coordinated by an impartial
body,

4. Requests that all homeless individuals are eligible for housing assistance and legislative
support;

a. This includes not discriminating against individuals or withholding services
because of the following criteria;

i. Race,
ii. Gender,

iii. Religion, or lack thereof,
iv. Political affiliation,
v. Disabilities or medical impairment,

vi. Age,
b. Where appropriate, housing should be prioritized for the

following;
i. Families with children under the age of 18

ii. Individuals over the age of 65
5. Considers the possibility of settling homeless individuals in abandoned communities,

a. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, many apartment complexes or small towns have
depleted or nonexistent populations compared to historical standards,

b. The housing could be offered to homeless individuals or families,
i. All housing must meet safety and sanitation requirements,

6. Further recommends the implementation of safety nets in member nations to help avoid
future homelessness;

a. Defines “safety nets” as legislation that reduce costs for and assist individuals
in poverty to prevent homelessness,

b. Safety nets could include, but are not limited to;
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i. Assistance and protection for evicted families or individuals,
1. Eviction can suddenly thrust people into homelessness,
2. Properties should be re-granted to individuals who can pay rent,

a. Where appropriate, governments should assist with
housing costs,

3. Providing assistance and immediate shelter to families or
individuals who are evicted,

ii. Assistance with renting or purchasing housing, mainly;
1. Economic support,

a. Most homeless individuals cannot afford housing, so
financial assistance will allow them to rent or purchase a
house or other home,

b. By providing housing assistance, young adults will be able
to raise children in a secure environment,

iii. Assistance with affording basic necessities;
1. This includes, but is not limited to, lowering the price of or

increasing access to the following;
a. Electricity,
b. Food and water,
c. Medical care and resources,
d. Clothing.
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SOCHUM B-5

Committee: Social, Humanitarian, and Cultural
Sponsor: The Kingdom of Morocco
Topic: International Rights of the Homeless

Noting that poverty is one of the most common causes of homelessness,

Further noting the increased vulnerability of minority groups, women, and indigenous
populations to conditions that often result in homelessness,

Recognizing the importance of a localized response in protecting the rights of the homeless,

Bearing in mind the United Nations Declaration of Human Rights and its guarantee of the right
to an adequate standard of well-being, including a right to housing,

1. Recommends the adoption of homelessness as it is defined by the Institute of Global
Homelessness,

a. A person “lacking access to minimally adequate housing,”
2. Encourages the implementation of a national initiative, the Initiative for Human

Development and Support, within member states with the purpose of addressing poverty
and homelessness using a localized approach,

a. This initiative is to be implemented by the Ministry or Department of the Interior,
or a relevant body,

b. The implementation and creation of the initiative will be funded by the efforts of
individual member states, through the central government, local governments, and
international donors,

i. Member states may also request funding from wealthy elites within the
member state in exchange for tax breaks,

c. The Initiative for Human Development and Support should work primarily with
local governments to improve access to social services in rural areas and increase
social and cultural inclusion,

i. Member states should utilize the divisions of their country, if relevant,
whether it be states, provinces, or other partitions, to create local response
teams,

1. These teams may be comprised of, but are not limited to:
a. Elected officials,
b. Public administrators,
c. Civil society representatives,
d. Beneficiaries,
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2. These localized groups will work to aid reintegration programs,
through the following means:

a. Funding,
b. Aiding members of society in developing the necessary

skills for employment,
c. Increasing the capacity of NGOs that manage social care or

rehabilitation facilities,
ii. The work of localized groups is to be supplemented by a Strategic

Committee, tasked with:
1. Budget allocation,
2. Training,
3. Communication,
4. Monitoring,
5. Evaluation,

iii. This Strategic Committee should be headed by a government official of
equal rank to a Prime Minister,

iv. In addition to the Strategic Committee and localized groups, the Initiative
for Human Development and Support shall also contain a Steering
Committee with the purpose of:

1. Leading work in assisting vulnerable populations,
a. Vulnerable populations may include but are not limited to:

i. Orphans,
ii. Widows,

iii. Indigenous people,
iv. Persons with disabilities,
v. Drug users,

b. Assisting these populations will mostly be the work of the
localized teams with assistance and oversight from the
Steering Committee,

2. Working with associations, cooperatives, and local beneficiaries to
gain support,

a. Support may take the form of donations of money or
volunteered labor,

v. The Steering Committee should be headed by the Ministry or Department
of Social Development or its nearest equivalent within the member state,

d. With the localized approach of the Initiative for Human Development and
Support, member states will be empowered to:

i. More quickly respond to specific requests for funding,
ii. Target high-poverty areas,
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1. The distinction of “high poverty” is to be made by individual
member states within the context of their individual economic
situations and by using government poverty data

a. This data may be obtained through the census or any other
relevant data collection methods,

iii. Specialize responses to urban and rural settings,
1. The causes of homelessness and poverty vary from rural to urban

settings, thus necessitating an individualized response,
3. Reaffirms the importance of the cooperation of member states both internationally and

with NGOs within their respective states in order to address poverty and homelessness,
protecting the rights enshrined in the United Nations Declaration of Human Rights.
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