
SOCHUM-B-6
Committee: Social, Humanitarian, and Cultural
Sponsors: The Kingdom of Morocco, South Sudan
Signatories: Belgium, Finland, Sweden, Belarus, Spain, Mexico, Niger, Egypt, Peru, Vietnam,
Venezuela
Topic: International Rights of the Homeless

Noting that poverty is one of the most common causes of homelessness,

Further noting the increased vulnerability of minority groups, women, and indigenous
populations to conditions that often result in homelessness,

Taking into consideration that the concept of homelessness varies greatly among nations,
reflecting more the states political climate and stage of development than the severity of their
homeless population,

Recognizing the importance of a localized response in protecting the rights of the homeless,

Bearing in mind the United Nations Declaration of Human Rights and its guarantee of the right
to an adequate standard of well-being, including a right to housing,

1. Recommends the adoption of homelessness as it is defined by the Institute of Global
Homelessness,

a. A person “lacking access to minimally adequate housing,”
b. Calls for homeless to be viewed and treated similarly, and therefore given the

same rights as, those with the status of an Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs),
i. Most international protection of IDPs comes from the same conventions

the rights of the homeless stem from, such as the UDHR and the ICESCR,
the rights of IDPs and include, but are not limited to:

1. Adequate housing,
2. Food,
3. Physical and mental health,
4. Education,
5. Sanitation,

2. Warns that a common definition, and therefore criteria, of homelessness has the potential
to harm the prospects of many homeless peoples,

a. One, concise, definition of homelessness does not have the ability to address
every form of homelessness, and the creation of such a definition may
inadvertently have the consequences of:

i. Causing policy makers to only address the criteria of the causes of
homelessness found in the definition, and, in solving them, regard the
issue of homelessness as solved,

ii. Causing policy makers to view the listed causes/indicators of the homeless
situation as unsolvable, causing them to see the status quo as inevitable,



b. Those that may be left out of the common definition of homelessness, while
having the same or similar circumstances, may not be able to receive aid,

3. Encourages the implementation of a national initiative, the Initiative for Human
Development and Support, within member states with the purpose of addressing poverty
and homelessness using a localized approach,

a. This initiative is to be implemented by the Ministry or Department of the Interior,
or a relevant body,

b. The implementation and creation of the initiative will be funded by the efforts of
individual member states, through the central government, local governments, and
international donors,

i. Member states may also request funding from wealthy elites within the
member state in exchange for tax breaks,

c. The Initiative for Human Development and Support should work primarily with
local governments to improve access to social services in rural areas and increase
social and cultural inclusion,

i. Member states should utilize the divisions of their country, if relevant,
whether it be states, provinces, or other partitions, to create local response
teams,

1. These teams may be comprised of, but are not limited to:
a. Elected officials,
b. Public administrators,
c. Civil society representatives,
d. Beneficiaries,

2. These localized groups will work to aid reintegration programs,
through the following means:

a. Funding,
b. Aiding members of society in developing the necessary

skills for employment,
c. Increasing the capacity of NGOs that manage social care or

rehabilitation facilities,
ii. The work of localized groups is to be supplemented by a Strategic

Committee, tasked with:
1. Budget allocation,
2. Training,
3. Communication,
4. Monitoring,
5. Evaluation,

iii. This Strategic Committee should be headed by a government official of
equal rank to a Prime Minister,



iv. In addition to the Strategic Committee and localized groups, the Initiative
for Human Development and Support shall also contain a Steering
Committee with the purpose of:

1. Leading work in assisting vulnerable populations,
a. Vulnerable populations may include but are not limited to:

i. Orphans,
ii. Widows,

iii. Indigenous people,
iv. Persons with disabilities,
v. Drug users,

b. Assisting these populations will mostly be the work of the
localized teams with assistance and oversight from the
Steering Committee,

2. Working with associations, cooperatives, and local beneficiaries to
gain support,

a. Support may take the form of donations of money or
volunteered labor,

v. The Steering Committee should be headed by the Ministry or Department
of Social Development or its nearest equivalent within the member state,

d. With the localized approach of the Initiative for Human Development and
Support, member states will be empowered to:

i. More quickly respond to specific requests for funding,
ii. Target high-poverty areas,

1. The distinction of “high poverty” is to be made by individual
member states within the context of their individual economic
situations and by using government poverty data

a. This data may be obtained through the census or any other
relevant data collection methods,

iii. Specialize responses to urban and rural settings,
1. The causes of homelessness and poverty vary from rural to urban

settings, thus necessitating an individualized response,
4. Reaffirms the importance of the cooperation of member states both internationally and

through cooperation with NGOs within their respective states in order to address poverty
and homelessness, protecting the rights enshrined in the United Nations Declaration of
Human Rights.


