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Topic: The Environmental Impact of Textiles
Committee: United Nations Environment Programme
Country: Germany and USA
Signatories: DPRK, Saudi Arabia, Brazil, Nigeria, Kazakhstan, Egypt, Kuwait, Pakistan,
Albania, Sweden, Denmark, Romania

Having considered the multitude of factors contributing to the rise of textile production,

Guided by goals and regulations taken by other Intergovernmental Organizations (IGOs), such as
the European Union (EU),

Noting the importance of multilateral cooperation and communication when finding optimal
solutions in combatings this issue,

Deeply concerned by the multifaceted nature of the textile industry and its implications,

Stressing the importance of all member-states recognizing the principles of national sovereignty
while remaining vigilant on this topic,

1. Recommends nations implement an environmental protection agency if they do not
already have a similar organization, tasked with:

a. Suggesting regulations regarding any environmental topics, including but not
limited to:

i. The use of pesticides:
1. This can include outright bans or limits on amount,

ii. The use of chemicals in the production of textiles,
iii. The recycling of textiles and other resources:

1. These regulations will determine the types of materials that can or
should be recycled,

2. This will determine how textiles should be recycled,
iv. The agency should work alongside lawmakers to ensure harmful

chemicals are promptly banned,
1. This may apply to any harmful chemicals, not just those related to

the textile industry,
b. Conducting pertinent studies and research,
c. Collecting statistics and maintaining a comprehensive list of corporations using

pesticides,
i. This list would include types of pesticides, amount, and intended use,

ii. This is aimed at ensuring banned pesticides are not in use,
d. Advising member states to adopt certification labels for textile products that

authenticate their adherence to certain environmental standards,
i. These standards would be devised by each member state,

1. Members states should consider guidelines set by the UN to shape
requirements they deem necessary,
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2. Examples of possible standards member-states can choose to
implement that would be beneficial for ensuring environmental
compliance may include, but are not limited to:

a. The implementation of due diligence requirements
concerning environmental impacts of textile products,

b. Use of materials that promote sustainability to craft textiles,
i. Examples of this may include, but are not limited

to:
1. Use of biodegradable materials such as

cotton,
2. Using water-efficient mechanisms to

produce textiles,
3. Using dyes that contain less hazardous

chemicals, such as the avoidance of azo
dyes,

c. The process of the production of used textiles are crafted in
a way that minimize their impact on the environment,

i. For example, wet-processing is more likely to
produce hazardous wastes to the environment,

d. Have enterprises provide information about the
environmental concerns of the production, shipment, and
use of the textiles in order to ensure transparency,

ii. Certification systems help promote consumer awareness and can hopefully
help mitigate environmental impacts of textile consumerism,

iii. Member-states can choose to provide financial incentives to businesses
who choose to comply with these sets of standards,

e. Attempting to not limit economic growth by promoting sustainable economic
growth;

2. Strongly encourages the United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP) to seek
collaboration with other UN Bodies, such as the Social, Humanitarian, and Cultural
Committee (SOCHUM), The United Nations Conference on Trade and Development
(UNCTAD), The World Health Organization (WHO) in order to best combat this issue,

a. Because of the complex nature of this mitigating this conflict, other committee
input and research would be immensely beneficial,

b. Finding an encompassing solution to this issue would be difficult if only taking
into account the environmental implications,

i. Social, economic, and health factors are also at the root of the issue, both
of which are out of UNEP’s jurisdiction,

1. For example, the aforementioned PFAs and PFOS have a slew
c. Using input from other committees could help provide more insightful guidelines

to aid member-states,
i. These guidelines could be useful for the creation of the aforementioned

certification labels;
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d. Because many textiles are created in developing countries without the resources
to develop sustainably, providing aid to these countries is important in tackling
this issue

i. Countries may outsource production to other countries, promoting the
growth of developing economies;

3. Emphasizes the importance of textile recycling programs, such as donation programs and
other programs, meaning cooperating nations:

a. Prevent the majority of textile waste from reaching landfills, through programs
such as:

i. Tax write-offs for citizens who donate clothing and other textiles to
non-profit organizations,

1. These textiles should be in good condition,
2. Donations must be proven to receive this deductible,

ii. Reclamation of energy by the combustion of textiles;
4. Endorses the establishment of national and multilateral research efforts, in order to better

understand the complexity of this conflict,
a. Research efforts can be extremely helpful in making sure solutions are actually

helpful and do not further exacerbate the issue,
b. Information from research efforts can be imputed into a database in order to

compare the effectiveness of various solutions,
i. An international database can be created, with information inputted at the

discretion of each member-state,
1. National databases are also encouraged

c. This will be carried out by the environmental protection agency,
d. These studies will primarily be based on environmental risk, such as:

i. Risk specifically to endangered species,
ii. Risk of contaminating water sources,

iii. Risk to non-endangered species,
e. These studies will also explore the danger in relation to the intended use of a

chemical,
i. This means studies may explicitly explore the damage caused by

pesticides used on cotton or other raw materials associated with textiles;
5. Strongly condemns any violation of national sovereignty when carrying out solutions to

combat the environmental impact of textiles,
a. Although the nature of this topic is multifaceted, and requires a multitude of

approaches to combat, the importance of not infringing on the rights of each
member-state remains crucial,

b. Individual solutions carried out by member-states should not interfere with others,
unless under the discretion of the latter member state.
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